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1 ain pleased to he able to report a very general increase in 
th • interest felt by school officers and others in the subject of pui>- 
lic instruction, throughout the Territory. The reports of the 
county superintendents compare very favorably with reports made 
by county superintendents in most of the states ; giving not only 
the statistics heretofore required, but also a financial exhibit of the 
several funds (Hsbursed bv the district officers. 

Througli the kindly interest taken in this matter by the gov- 
ernment authorities at the various jx)sts, and Indian Agencies, 
I am enablcMl to add to my report, very interesting statistics of the 
schools tiiught at Fcn^t Buford, Standing Kock Agency and Yank- 
ton Agency. The report from Fort Berthold failed to come to 
hand, and no schools were taught during the year at Forts Rice 
and Lincoln. 

Immediately after the closing of the session of the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature I published twelve hundr-ed copies of the 
School Law of Dakota, and distributed one copy to each school 
district. I also furnished to each county superintendent blank 
teachers' certificates, teachers' reports, and examination questions, 
also blank reports of district clerks and district treasurers, to the 
county superintendent, and blank reports of county superinten- 
dents to this office. 

I have received reports from the superintendents of tlie following 
named counties: Burleigh, Bon Homme, Brookings, Cass, Clay, 
Davison, Grand Forks, Hutchinson, Hanson, Lake, Lincoln, Moody, 
Minnehaha, Pembina, Kichland, Traill, Turner, Union and Yan- 
kton, and from them I have compiled the following statistics. 
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 



It is to be regretted that no report has been received from Arm- 
strong, Brule, Lawrence and Stutsman counties. I have repeated- 
ly written to the superintendents of those counties, and urged them 
to make such a report as they could from the means at their com- 
mand ; but have received . nothing from them to incorporate in 
this report. 

A correct report of the financial condition of the school districts 
cannot at this time be given, as up to this date the district treas- 
urers had never been called upon for a report, and many of them 
had kept no account of the receipts and e:^penditures of their dis- 
tricts, merely reporting at the annual school meeting that they had 
paid out all that they had received from the county treasurer, and 
this statement was received in lieu of a financial report that should 
have been made. Another stumbling block thrown in the way 
of district treasurers is, that although the law requires the school 
tax to be levied in three separate funds, viz : school house, teach- 
ers, and contingent, the levy has invariably been placed upon the 
county treasurers books for collection in one amount, and when 
collected has been paid to the district treasurers in the same man- 
ner, and paid out by them indiscriminately upon any school order 
presented, whether drawn on the school house, teachers or contin- 
gent fund. Thus it is that when called upon for a statement 
of the condition of the various funds, they have not been able to 
make it, for they had no record to make it 'from. I have instructed 
the county superintendents to visit the various school districts and 
assist the officers in starting a set of books, which will be in shape 
to furnish an exact statement of the financial condition of each 
district, and hereafter I hope no difficulty will be found in making 
the necessary legal report both to the annual school meeting and 
the county superintendent. 

Hereafter if the county superintendents take this matter of 
financial snpervision in hand, and iee that the district officers are 
provided wuth proper books of record, such a report can be made 
correctly. 

COCNTY superintendent's REPORTS. — 

Of the reports received by me from the county superintend- 
ents, those received from Supt. Barber, of Yankton, Supt. Fate, of 

Union, and Supt. Jacobs of Lincoln were the most complete and 
deserve especial mention, as it has been with no small labor that 
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these gentlemen have secured so good results, in the short time in 
which the school matters of their counties have heen under their 
control. 

From the remarks of the county superintendents, which are 
made a part of this report, you will observe that all had many 
difficulties to contend with, and that some have succeeded much 
better than others in overcoming these difficulties. Those super- 
intendents w^ho have devoted a good share of their time to their 
official labors, have very much the best results to report, and are 
sustained by the citizens of their counties very heartily in all their 
efforts. Another year will show better work by the county super- 
intendents throughout the territory. 

— APPEALS. — 

In the matter of appeals, sec. (6) and sec. (16) seem to conflict, 
but in all appeals to me from the decision of any county superin- 
tendent I have taken such action as sec. (6) has empowered me to 
do. I have endeavored to settle all disputes arising from the 
differences which will occur among citizens and school officers, with 
out having them brought up in the way of an appeal, and have in 
mogt cases succeeded in doing so. Almost every question which 
arises between school officers or school districts, is caused by the 
method adopted in forming and changing the boundaries of 
school districts: this should be entirely changed and either 
the district township system adopted, or the law should require 
each school district to consist of a certain number of sections which 
could only be changed on account of the interference of some 
natural cause, as a river or lake. Either of these plans would 
be very much better than our present system. 

The following tables have been very carefully prepared and 
are as correct and complete as it is possible to make them this year. 
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— INSTITUTES. — 

The Territorial Institute for the year 1877 vras held at the city 
of Yankton, and as you will observe from its proceedings which 
are elsewhere made a part of this report, was very successful in its 
results; being attended by eleven superintendents and many 
of our best teachers and district school officers. 

The counties of Yankton, Turner, Lincoln and Union, have 
each held County Teachers' Institutes of one week and have suc- 
ceeded in awakening an interest in the work of assisting our teach- 
ers to perfect themselves in their profession, which until this time 
has lain dormant, And which from this time forth will go on until 
Dakota can boast of as good teachers in her public schools as are 
in the schools of any State or Territory in the Union. The work 
to be done by these institutes is a work of great moment to our 
schools now, when we are laboring under the disadvantage of pov- 
erty and listlessness, and I very sincerely hope that all of our older 
counties will not neglect during the year 1878 to avail themselves 
of the valuable aid of a county teachers institute. 

TEACHERS ASSOCIATIONS.-r- 

Teachers' associations have been organized in Minnehaha, Tur- 
ner and Union counties, and if conducted as I have every assur- 
ance they will be, will have a great tendency to interest both 
teachers and patrons, so that they may cooperate in the public 
school work. Without doubt the teachers in other counties will 
be induced to organize in some similar association^', anotlier year. 

— NORMAL SCHOOL. — 

Some action should be taken by our next territorial legislature 
in regard to establishing a Territorial Normal School. These 
schools are now a prominent feature in almost every state and 
territory, and I believe have proven their great worth to every 
person interested sufficiently in the matter to examine thoroughly 
into their workings. 

— THE BLIND, DEAF AND DUMB. — 

There are a few children in the Territory who through the over- 
sight of those having the codifying and enacting of our laws have 
been deprived of the scanty aid which was formerly provided for 
them. . Something should be, must be done, that those who are 

unfortunately either blind, or deaf and dumb, may receive some 
benefit from the pubhc school fund. 
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— TEXT BOOKS. — 

At the territorial institute it was thought best to defer the reco- 
mendation of any text books for general use, until some future 
time, as the people in the country districts were so generally im- 
poverished, that the cost of such adoption or change would be 
burdensome upon them. During the coming year the much need- 
ed change may be made, and if concerted action be taken by the 
county superintendents and district school officers, a series of books 
can be selected that will prove in every way satisfactory, and a 
uniformity throughout the Territory secured. 

— SCHOOL SUPERVISION. — 

It is onw an established fact in school economy, that the thor- 
ough supervision of all school work by competent superintendents, 
is indispensible ; and the marked advance in the pubUc schools 
of Dakota during this year is mainly due to the efforts of the 
county superintendents. This can readily be perceived from the 
fact that in the counties where the superintendents have visited 
schools, conferred with district officers, and become personally 
acquainted with their wants, the schools are accomplishing much 
the best results, the district officers are conducting the affairs of the 
district now in accordance with the requirements of the law, and 
the people are very much more interested in the schools than 
ever before. 

The county superintendents of Yankton, Clay, Union and Lin- 
coln counties have taken the lead this year as can be seen from 
their reports; and the change as shown by the estimation in 
which the office of county superintendent is held, and the esteem 
which it now receives from the people who have observed the 
good results of efficient work by these superintendents, is most 
marked and gratifying. Much has been said in favor of abolish- 
ing all offices which are created for the supervision of schools, and 
some of the statements made to accomplish this purpose are true, 
but they are only so when the superintendent neglects his duty or 
does it only in the letter not in the spirit of the law. Our own 
experience as well as the experience of every state and territory 
shows that efficient supervision is the great want and wdth it onr 
school interests spring into life and continue in rapid and substan- 
tial growth ; w^hile without it all interest is deadened and soon 
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ceases altogether. The superintendent of Burleigh County is one 
of the most thorough and efficient workers in the public school 
interests that we have, and from almost chaos has succeeded in 
producing order and a very lively interest in the schools of the 
county. To her efforts I am indebted for the reports of the schools 
at the Forts and Agencies in Northern Dakota. 

In conclusion I beg leave to tender to you my very sincere 
thanks for the hearty co-operation and sympathy I have received 
from yourself during the past year, and with the hope that when 
another twelve months have passed, I shall be able to make a 
much more complete and gratifying report. 

I am, very respectfully, 




Superintendent of Public Instruction, Dakota. 



18 SUPEKINTliNUENT OF 




MISS L. W. SLAUGHTER, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



1 have the honor to transmit herewith enclosed, my report 
of educational matters in Burleigh County. During the past 
year a most satisfactory rate of progress has been made. We 
have as yet but one school district, the settlement of the county 
being concentrated in the city of Bismarck. Since my last report 
the school has been graded ; we have now a high school and pri- 
mary department, and hope soon to create an intermediate grade. 

Bonds to the amount of four thousand dollars have been 
voted by the district for the erection of a brick school house, which 
will be built early in the spring. A great awakening among the 
people to the great importance of the school interest, has been 
shown, and we have cause for gratification in the result of the 
year's work. 

— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 3 ; females, 2. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
3 ; females, 2. 

Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 20; females, 18. 

Number who have had no experience in teaching — males, 1 ; 
females, 0. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 2. 
Total number of visits made during the year — 8. 

— COMPENSATION OP COCNTY SUPERINTENDENT — 

Amount received for official services dunng the year — 0. 
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«- BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — Parker & Watson's, 

Reading — McGuffey's. 

Writing — 

Arithmetic — Quackenbos. 

Geography —Oorneirs. 

EngUsh Grammar — 

— PRIVATE SCHOOLS. — 

Miss Ray's private school, located at Bismarck, has one 
teacher and twelve pupils. 



CSSfH 
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SAMUEL HITCHCOCK, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



The blanks you sent were distributed accompanied by letters 
of explanation, and have been nearly all returned, but only a few 
of them in perfect form, for various reasons. 

1st. Quite a number of the districts are of recent formation, 
and not in running order ; some are small, while quite a number 
are composed almost entirely of foreigners unable to speak or read 
English. 
i 2nd. The old blanks did not call for a report showing the 

condition of each fund separately ; so that I did not expect the 
reports this fall could possibly be made to conform perfectly with 
the present blanks. 

* I have made an effort to have some of the worst of 
the reports corrected ; one in particular that was badly mixed 
I took back to the treasurer, but he said he had copied from his 
predecessors' papers — who, by the way, was a lawyer — so if our 
school law is so ambiguous, and is clianged so often that lawyers 
cannot follow it. what ought we to expect of school officers who 
Qiiu reither read nor writ-e. 
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Hoping that we may be able to make a better showing iu the 
future, and trusting that our present effort will not be wholly un- 
appreciated, I very respectfully submit this report. 

— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 2 ; females, 3. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 5 ; females, 4. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
8 ; females, 7. 

Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 24; females, 20. 

Number who have had no experience — males, 1 ; females, 2. 

— VISITATION OP SCHOOLS. — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 2. 
Number of visits made during the year — 8. 

COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. — 

Amount received for official services during the year — $54.00. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — McGuflFey's. 

Reading — McGufley's. 

Writing—Spencerian. 

Arithmetic — Quackenbos. 

Geography — Comeirs. 

English Grammar — Harvey's and Kerl's. 



^vmMuQS Couwtg. 



IVER A. FOSWICK, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



I herewith transmit my annual report of the schools in 
Brookings County. Notwithstanding Brookings County was or- 
ganized four years ago, yet the public schools have been neglected 
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to the present day : the cause of which seems to have been the 
carelessness and disquahfication of the county superintendents, so 
that a legal division and organization of school districts has first 
been done under the present officer. My report is on a very small 
scale, but is correct. There has never in any one year been raised 
and expended $629.37 for school purposes. In districts two and 
four, a private school has been taught, one term during each year, 
at an expense of $120.00 per annum, which amount has been 
raised by private subscription. 

— EXAMINATION OP TEACHERS — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grad^ certificates during the year — 
males, 2 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
4 ; females, 0. 

Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 26. 

— VISITATION OP SCHOOLS — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 2. 
Total number of visits made during the year — 5. 

COMPENSATION OF COCNTY SUPERINTENDENT — 

Amount received for official services during the year — 0. 

—BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED.-— 

Orthography—- National and McGufFey's. 

Reading — National and McGufFey's. 

Writing— Spencerian. 

Arithmetic— Robinsons and Quackenbos. 

Geography -CorneH's. 

English Grammar - Green's and Harvey's. 

History, United States — Williard's. 
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E. W. KNIGHT, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



The following is the report of ray predecessor, as I have no 
district clerk's report, or other statistics that give further informa- 
tion than will be found in the following, I am unable to add to 
the present form. Owing to the newness and unorganized state of 
educational affairs in this county, and the neglect of officials to 
perform their duties, the office of county superintendent has not 
been cared for to anv extent. 

COMPENSATION OF COUNTT SUPEIilNTENDENT. — 

Amount received for official services during the year- 0. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED.— 

Orthography — National and McGutfey's. 

Reading— National and McGuffey's. 

Writing — Spencerian. 

Arithmetic- -Robinson's and Quackenbos. 

Geography — Comeirs. 

English Grammar — KerFs. 

History, United States — Quackenbos and Goodrich. 



@I^g ®Ottttt§. 



C. C. BRIDGMAN, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



Superintendent Bridgman made no remarks in his report, 
and he failed to include among his statistics those in regard to the 
office of county superintendent. 
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JOHN MORRIS, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



There has been no school held in this county during the year; 
no tax levied for school purposes ; no teachers examined, and no 
expenditure for school or school buildings. But one school dis- 
trict has been organized, which organization has been maintained. 

There is a large number of young children who will be old 
enough to attend school, one or two years hence ; and am almost 
certain of an immediate increase by emigration. It is proposed to 
have one or two three months terms of school next year. The 
county tax of this and last year will form a fund that will very 
much assist the district for the coming year. We have no school 
house in the county ; but two years ago a small tax was levied for 
the purpose of building one, which is still in the hands of the 
treasurer. 




xnnd g0vUs ^o 




GEO. A. WHEELER, COUNTY STPERINTENDENT. 



— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 0; females, 1. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 2 ; females, 0. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
3 ; females, 1 . 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS. — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 1. 
Number of visits made during the year — 1. 
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— INSTITUTES. — 

The Territorial Institute for the year 1877 ^fas held at the city 
of Yankton, and as you will observe from its proceedings which 
are elsewhere made a part of this report, was very successful in its 
results; being attended by eleven superintendents and many 
of our best teachers and district school officers. 

The counties of Yankton, Turner, Lincoln and Union, have 
each held County Teachers' Institutes of one week and have suc- 
ceeded in awakening an interest in the work of assisting our teach- 
ers to perfect themselves in their profession, which until this time 
has lain dormant, ^nd which from this time forth will go on until 
Dakota can boast of as good teachers in her public schools as are 
in the schools of any State or Territory in the Union. The work 
to be done by these institutes is a work of great moment to our 
schools now, when we are laboring under the disadvantage of pov- 
erty and listlessness, and I very sincerely hope that all of our older 
counties will not neglect during the year 1878 to avail themselves 
of the valuable aid of a county teachers mstitute. 

— TEACHERS ASSOCIATIONS. — 

Teachers^ associations have been organized in Minnehaha, Tur- 
ner and Union counties, and if conducted as I have every assur- 
ance they will be, will have a great tendency to interest both 
teachers and patrons, so that they may cooperate in the public 
school work. Without doubt the teachers in other counties will 
be induced to organize in some similar associations, another year. 

— NORMAL SCHOOL. — 

Some action should be taken by our next territorial legislature 
in regard to establishing a Territorial Normal School. These 
schools are now a prominent feature in almost every state and 
territory, and I believe have proven their great w^orth to every 
person interested sufficiently in the matter to examine thoroughly 
into their workings. 

THE BLIND, DEAF AND DUMB. — 

There are a few children in the Territory who through the over- 
sight of those having the codifying and enacting of our laws have 
been deprived of the scanty aid which was formerly provided for 
them. Something should be, must be done, that those who are 

unfortunately either blind, or deaf and dumb, may receive some 
boneiit from the pubhe school fund. 
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— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 1. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
1 ; females, 1. 

Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 35 ; females, 35. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 1. 

— COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT — 

Amount received for official services during the year — 0. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — McGuffey's. 
Reading — McGuffey's. 
Writing — . 
Arithmetic— Ray's. 
Geography — 
English Grammar — 



c^ 
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J. H. LAW, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



Superintendent Law made no remarks in his report, and 
failed to give the required statistics in regard to his office, for 
the year. 
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B. C. JACOBS, COUNTY STPERINTENDENT. 



Almost the entire territory of this county has been sub- 
divided and organized into school districts, and will be completely 
so before the expiration of another year. 1 have now applications 
for three new districts, which I shall consider favorably. 

From some of the districts I have not been able to obtain a 
financial report, owing principally to a lack of system among 
school officers, of whom more than one-half are without books of 
record, and their memory is in some instances defective. 

There is a dearth of good teachers in this county, because a 
number of the districts are poor paymasters ; I know of instances 
where teachers hold orders for services rendered two years ago. 

My report of school books used in the county is complete, for 
it embraces every school book with which I am acquainted, and 
some of which I had never heard. This matter was discussed at 
our Teachers' Institute, and disposed of by a resolution advocating 
uniformity of school books. I received from the county $129.00 
for services rendered to July 1st. Judge Shannon made a decision 
at the last term of the district court at Canton, "that county 
superintendents cannot present their account for services except 
on the first Monday in January of each year." My account from 
July 1st to the present time, Nov. 1st, is about $40.00. 

— EXAMINATION OP TEACHERS. — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 3 ; females, 3. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 6 ; females, 14. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
9; females, 17. 

Number of applicants rejected during the year— males, 2 ; 
females. 3. 
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Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 23 ; females, 20. 

Number who have had no experience in teaching — males, 3 ; 
females, 6. 

VISITATION OF SCHOOLS 

Number of schools visited during the year — 27. 
Total number of visits made during the year — 41. 
Number of educational meetings held during the year — 3. 

— COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. — 

Amount received for oflScialserv'ices during the year — $169.00. 

BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. 

Orthography — McGuffey's, Independent, National, White's 
Swinton's. 

Reading — ilcGuflFey's, Independent, National, White's Swin- 
ton's. 

Writing — Spencerian, Payson's. 

Arithmetic — Quackenbos', Ray's, Thompson's, Robinson's 
Davies', Peck's, Appleton's, WTiite's. 

Geography — Cornell's, Monteith's, Gayot's. 

English Grammar — Harvey's, Green's Pinneo's, Kerl's, Clark's, 
White's. 

History, United States — Quackenbos', Wilson's, Goodrich's 
Swinton's, Anderson's. 

DEAF AND DUMB. 

Hastey Black, five years old, Harrisburg, Lincoln County, 
Dakota. 



LINCOLN COUNTY TEACHEES' INSTITUTE. 

HELD AT CANTON. NOVEMBER 5, 1877. 

OFFICERS. 

Supt. B. C. Jacobs President. 

Homer Tupper Secretary. 

Miss Mary Gillespie Asst. Secretary. 

The first day was devoted to the organization of the Institute, 

electing oflScers, and making up rolls. 
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Canton, Tuesday, November 6. 
Arithmetic, conducted by Prof. Jacobs. 
Penmanship, conducted by Homer Tupper. 
Letter writing, conducted by Prof. Jacobs. 
A discussion, upon the report of the deportment of pupils 
in the school room. 

.^ftexzxooaex S«ssloaa.. 

Reading, conducted by Miss Gillespie. 

Grammar, conducted by Homer Tupper. 

Geography ; the climate, seasons and motions, of the earth, 

by Mr. Herman. 

Canton, Wednesday, November 7. 

Mental arithmetic, conducted by Mr. Benedict. 
Decimal fractions, conducted by Prof. Jacobs. 
History of the United States, conducted by Miss Miller. 
A general discussion followed upon teachers' contracts, and 
upon teachers' duties. 

.^jrtexaa.ooaa. S«sslozx. 

Reading, conducted by Prof. Jacobs. 
Diacritical marks, by Homer Tupper. 

General discussion upon calling and conducting classes, draw- 
ing maps of county and territory, and answering questions. 

Canton, Thursday, November 8. 
Arithmetic, percentage, conducted by Prof. Jacobs. 
Spelling, conducted by Prof. Jacobs. 
General discussion upon uniformity^ of text books. 
Grammar, analysis. 
General discussion upon keeping school rolls and records. 

Reading, conducted by Mr. Peck. 

General discussion upon analysis. 

Exercise in addition, conducted by Prof Jacobs. 

Drill in articulation, conductied by Mr. Benedict. 

Discussion upon discipUne and punishments. 

Answering questions. 

Canton, Fridaj'', November 9. 

Notation and numeration, by Mr. Herman. 

General discussion upon diagrams, punctuality of teachers 
and pupils, and upon alphabet and word methods of teaching- 
reading. 
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Punctuation and inflection conducted by Homer Tupper. 
General discussion upon ventilation of school rooms. 

General discussion upon examination of classes. 

Parsing, conducted by Mr. Benedict. 

Use of text books by teachers, remarks by Mrs. Thomas ; and 
the reading of an essay by Mrs. Leavett, closed the regular labors of 
the institute. Several resolutions were adopted, after which the 
Institute adjourned until such time in April, 1878, as may be 
deemed advisable for the next session. 
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p. A. VANNICE, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



The district clerks' reports to me were made on old blanks, 
hence they were not very full. The new blanks for district clerks 
and treasurers are much better, and will enable us to make a 
much fuller report next year^ The change in the school law was 
somewhat of a hinderance to making full reports this year, but 
that difficulty will not stand in the way next year, and we hope 
to do better. 

— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS — i 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 0; females, 4. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
1 ; females, 4. 

Number who have had no experience — males, 1 ; females, 4. 
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— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS. — 

Number of schools visited during the year — ^3. 
Number of visits made during the year — 6. 

COMPENSA'OON OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. — 

Amount received for official Services during the year— $40.02. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED.— 

Orthography — McGuffey's. 
Reading— McGuffey's. 
Writing — Spencenan. 
Arithmetic- -Quackenbos. 
Geography — Corneirs. 
English Grammar — Kerl's. 
History, United States— Quackenbos. 

— PRIVATE SCHOOLS. — 

United States government school, located at Flandreau, P. A. 
Vannice, principal, has fifty pupils enrolled. 

Rogers school, located at Hillsdale, Manley Rogers, principal^ 
has ten pupils enrolled. 






F. R DOBSON, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 3 ; females, 8. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 5 ; females, 8. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 3. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
9 ; females, 17. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 0. 



32 SUPERINTENDENT OF 



— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — McGuffey's, Sanders', and National. 
Reading — McGuffey's, Sanders', and National. 
Writing — 

Arithmetic — Quack enbos', Ray's, Robinson's, Appleton's. 
Geography — Cornell's and Monteith's. 
English Grammar — Pinneo's, Harvey's, and Clark's. 
Physiology — Cutler's. 

History, United States— Guyot's, Monteith's, Quackenbos', and 
Anderson's. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

In district number one — salary of male teacher, $50 ; salary 
of female teacher, $30. 



^tmbxnn Contxtg. 



H. R. VAUGHN, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; feniales, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 1. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
2 ; females, 1. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS. — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 1. 
Number of visits made during the year — 1. 

— COMPENSATION OF COUNTY 8UPEKINTENDKNT. - 

Amount received for official services during the year — 
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— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. 

Orthography — Swinton's. 
Reading — Swinton's. 
Writing — 

Arithmetic- -Robinson's. 
Geography — Monteith's. 
EngUsh Grammar — Swinton's. 
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J. M. RUGGLES, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



The unfavorable showing of school affairs for the last year, is 
very largely attributable, to the almost total failure of crops dur- 
ing the season of 1876, from drouth, and the partial failure dur- 
ing the season of 1875, by grasshopper ravages. The county is 
yet but sparsely settled, the means of the citizens are very limited, 
and it is of the greatest necessity that they should exercise the 
strictest economy, in education, as well as in all other matters. But 
with the abundant harvest of the past season, a general revival 
of interest in our public schools is manifested, and I hereafter 
confidently look for more liberal expenditures in the building and 
improvement of school edifices, and in the general elevation of 
the character of our schools. 

— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year- 
males, 1 ; females, 1. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 2. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
1 ; females, 3. 
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Number of applicants rejected during the year — males, 1 ; 
females, 0. 

Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 20 ; females, 20. 

Number who have had no experience — males, ; females, 2. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 4. 
Total number of visits made during the year — 4. 

— COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. — 

Amount received for official services during the year — $16. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — McGuffey's. 
Reading — McGufFey^s. 
Writing — 

Arithmetic— McGuffey 's. 
Geography — Corneirs 
English Grammar— Harvey's. 
History, United States — Quackenbos. 




^ timer ■ my^nu 




S. F. ANDREWS, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



My report is not as complete as it might be, still it is the best 
that could be done with the material which I have had to work with. 

— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 2; females, 8. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 2. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 2 ; females, 6. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
4 ; females, 16. 
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Number who have had no experience in teaching — males, 2 ; 
females, 1. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS. — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 8. 

Number of educational meetings held during the year — 1 

— APPEALS. — 

Number of cases of appeal decided during the year — 1. 

COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. — 

Amount received for official services during the year — $50. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — McGufFey's. 

Reading — McGuffey's. 

Writing — 

Arithmetic — Ray's, Quackenbos', Appleton's. 

Geography — Corneirs. 

English Grammar — Harvey's, Henry's, Pinneo's. 



TTJENEE COUNTY TtlACHBES' INSTITUTE. 

HELD AT SWAN LAKE. fcfF.PT. 25, 1877. 



Swan Lake, Tuesday, September 25. 
The institute was organized by the election of the following 
officers : 

Supt. S. F. Andrews President. 

Mrs. Aurner .Secretary. 

Miss Maggie Allen Asst. Secretary. 

The Institute continued in session during the week^ and ac- 
complished a good work. The Hon. J. J. Mclntire attended dur- 
ing part of the session, and rendered valuable aid. The principal 
work of the Institute was a thorough drill in the elementary 
branches taught in our schools, and the introduction of new 
methods of teaching and making interesting, these subjects. 
Territorial Superintendent Caton was in attendance two days, and 
conducted the exercises while he was present. At the close, the 
Institute passed several resolutions ; one of thanks to its officers 
and conductors, and others in regard to the usefulness of Teachers' 
Institutes, and the necessity of uniformity in text books. 
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J. C. PATON, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



Owing to a lack of interest taken in our public schools, by a 
majority of the people in Traill County, and through the neglect 
of school officers in making their reports to me, I am at a loss 
how to make out my report to you. Districts number 1, 4, 5, 7, 
and 8 built their school houses by subscription, and voted no tax 
for school house fund. District immber 3 kept its school in a 
private house, and the only school house in the county built by 
tax, is in Caledonia, district number 2. In regard to the financial 
matters, it is ditHcult to find out anything which is correct, for 
some of the districts have levied no tax for support of schools, and 
some of those which have, have not applied to the county treasurer 
for the money collected and placed to their credit, so that it is im- 
possible for me to make any financial report which is at ali satis- 
factory. There are seven organized districts in the county, and 
with one exception — number 2 — all have had a summer term of 
school of three months. District number 2 having its school 
house in the village, can have a winter term to good advantage, 
the pupils in most cases living near to the school house. In the 
case of the other districts this is impossible, for the settlers live so 
far apart, and the winters are so rigorous, that until the county is 
more thickly settled, but very few pupils could ever get to the 
school house regularly. The majority of the people in Traill 
County are Scandinavians, w^ho seem to take but little interest in 
English education. I have endeavored to awaken them to a 
knowledge of the benefits which their children might receive from 
good schools, and hope that \vhen they recover to some extent 
from the losses they have suffered from the grasshoppers, they 
will give some heed to my advice. There will be but two schools 
taught in the county this winter ; one at Caledonia, the county 
seat, and the other at Elm Kiver, district number 1. The 
schools are very deficient in apparatus of any kind, having neither 
charts, maps, globes, or dictionaries. 
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— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 0. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 1. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 1 ; females, 3. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
3 ; females, 4. 

Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 24 ; females, 20. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS. — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 7. 

Number of educational meetings held during the year — 7 

COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. — 

Amount received for official services during the year — $21.03 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — Parker and Watson's, and National. 
Reading — National and McGufiey's. 
Writing — 



Arithmetic — Robin son's. 
Geography — Corneirs. 
English Grammar — Green's. 
Physiology — Campbell's. 





W. H.H. FATE, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



The condition of the schools of this county should, I think, 
afford encouragement to the friends of education. About forty, 
one districts have sustained schools for three months or more, 
during the year preceding this report. During the visits made to 
the schools, I observed a spirit of dilligence which impressed me 
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very fav^orablv. There are sixtv-se\^Mi school districts in the 
county; and I think that during the coming year nearly all of 
them will sustain a school for at least three months. Our teach- 
ers, though not as a rule experienced or well qualified in the 
knowledge of text booKs, are earnest in their labor and disposed to 
improve in their profession; many of them attended the County 
Teachers' Institute, and since that time hiave organized a Teachers' 
Association, which has every promise of success in its beginning. 

There are about six comfortable school buildings in the county, 
and a few others that may be made so by finishing and furnish- 
ing with good desks. The other districts that have sustained 
schools, have buildings that serve temporarily for school purposes. 
The district otKcers manifest considerable energy in caring for the 
interests of their schools by the selection of teachers, and by the 
financial managament of their districts; but leave the schools 
almost entirely to the teachers' and superinteildents' care. The 
reports made to me this year have required an extra amount of 
work on the part of both district officers and myself, still in all 
probability there are some errors which have escaped our notice, 
as some of the school officers construed the school law so as to 
make the school year commence September 1, 1876, and some 
March 31, 1876. A number of the school districts have used their 
funds indiscriminately to supply any want of the district, and 
therefore the treasurers are at a loss how to make their reports. 

Another source of confusion is the method generally adopted 
in making out the county tax list, viz : the aggregatmg of all dis- 
trict school tax and collecting and disbursing as one fund instead 
of in three as the law provides. 

— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, 4 ; females, 3. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 5 ; females, 15. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 3 ; females, 26. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
12 ; females, 44. 
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Number of applicants rejected during the year — males, 1 ; 
females, 0. 

Average age of persons to whom certificates were granted — 
males, 20; females, 20. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS — 

Number of schools visited during the year — 35. 

Total number of visits made during the year — 46. 
Number of educational meetings held during the year — 2. 

— COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. — 

Amount received for official services during the year — $217.81. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — McGuffey's. 
Reading — McGufiey's. 
Writing— Spencerian. 

Arithmetic— Quackenbos', Ray's, Davies', White's. 
Geography -Corneirs,.Monteith's, Warren's, Guyot's. 
English Grammar - Harvey's, Smith's, Clarks, Pinneo's. 
History, United States— Quackenbos', Anderson's. 
Algebra — Davies', Ray's, Robinson's. 

— PRIVATE SCHOOLS.— 

St. Andrew's Mission school, located at Elk Point, Rev. W. 
W. Fowler, principal, has nineteen pupils enrolled. 



UNION COUNTY TEACHERS^ INSTITUTE. 

HELD AT ELK POINT, NOV. 29. 1877. 

FIRST DAY. 

The Institute organized by electing the following officers : 

Supt. W. H. H. Fate President. 

J. W. McNeil Vice-President. 

E. M. Cummins Secretary. 

Mrs. Amy Hunt Asst. Secretary. 

Prof. Jacob Wernli Conductor. 

The time of the first day was occupied in the organization of 
the Institute and making up the roll of members. In the even- 
ing Prof. Wernli made some remarks in regard to the work to be 

done, and gave a synopsis of tliat which he had planned for the 
programme during the week. Total number enrolled this 
day, 45. 
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SECOND DAY. 

Institute called to order by the President. 
Music and roll call. 

Exercises in reading, conducted by Prof. Wernli. 
Instruction in the manner of teaching elementary grammar, 
conducted bv Prof. Wernli. 

Arithmetic, primary rules, conducted by Supt. Caton. 

Music and roll call. 

The President appointed Mrs. Hunt and Mr. Henry Kip- 
linger critics for the day. 

Instruction in orthography and the use and value of the dia- 
critical marks, conducted by Prof. Wernli. 

Geography, fotm and motions of the earth, conducted by 
Prof. Wernli. 

Mrs. Hunt then gave an explanation of the causes of the 
change of seasons. 

Penmanship, conducted by Supt. Caton : after which Prof. 
Wernli answered a few questions in regard to the cause of trade 
winds, equatorial currents, etc., and also in regard to the sounds of 
the letters. 

Report of the critics. 

In the evening Rev. W. W. Fowler delivered a very able and 
interesting lecture upon the subject of " The influence of educa- 
tion upon the mind, manners and morals of mankind." 



The work of the Institue continued each day in this same 
manner, the conductors taking up and explaining both matter 
and methods of teaching, in each branch taught in our public 
schools. Wednesday evening Supt. Barber, of Yankton, delivered 
a lecture before the Institute upon the topic, "Government surveys, 
and what should be taught in regard to them in our public 
schools," which was very interesting to the teachers, and contained 
many items of interest which will be of use in every school room. 

On Thursday Supt. Bridgman, of Clay county, conducted the 
lesson in penmanship in a very able manner ; and Prof. Thomas 
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conducted a lesson in map drawing, and awakened considerable 
interest in this subject, besides giving some new and very good 
ideas upon the topic. 

This evening was occupied by Supt. Caton, who delivered a 
lecture upon ** Work," its necessity, and its rewards. 

The programme on Friday was more than usually interest- 
ing, for by this time the members of the Institute having become 
acquainted with the conductor, were more ready to take part in 
the exercises, and the subjects were those in which the majority of 
teachers found some difficulty in explaining thoroughly to their 
pupils. In the evening Prof. Wernli lectured upon " The teachers' 
labor and reward," and this was a very fitting close of the excel- 
lent work which had progressed under his supervision during the 
week. 

The customary resolutions were passed and the labors of the 
Institute closed for this year, Saturday being set apart for an ex- 
amination day for those who wished to apply for certificates to 
teach in Union County. 

Total number enrolled during the Institute, 66. 



C^r 




anMoix Cotiwtg^ 



A. W. BARBER, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 



This report is not as complete as I hoped to make it, from the 
following causes : 

1st. It is the first time a good financial exhibit has been re- 
quired in Dakota, and district officers were unprepared to make 
out statements of their business. 

2nd. I found it impossible to make most of them understand 
and remember that the report must include nothing later than 
last March. 
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3rd. All the treasurers' reports. that I received were incorrect 
in form, and most of them untrue in substance, though no fraud 
seemed intended ; the errors appearing to be those of ignorance. 

4th. Many officers kept me put oflf by promises, till too late 
to obtain and use their reports. 

5th. The treasurers often kept no book or record, except slips 
of paper; and had seldom noted down the dates of money's 
received and paid out, so that they could not state what itemis of 
their account came within the year. 

6th. Another cause of the great difficulty of securing good 
reports of them, lies in the fact that they are required to report in 
October the doings of a school year that expired seven months 
before. But there is no way to get accurate statistics from such a 
mixed variety of people, of all grades of illiteracy, most of them 
being foreigners, and only one being a good writer and accountant. 
A superintendent's constant efforts would not suffice to teach them 
all to transact their business legally and in correct form. 

The amount apportioned to districts by the superintendent in 
the year was $3,783.15, though the reports only show the receipt 
of a part of this sum. The amount raised by district tax seems 
quite hidden and unobtainable ; not one of the treasurers had 
really kept these accounts in three separate funds, as the law re- 
quires ; and the only course for me was to separate the sums ac- 
cording to the manner paid out. 

Yankton county now has 47 districts, of which 16 are un- 
organized, 30 organized, and 1 independent. During my seven 
months' service I have visited them nearly all ; and in all but a 
few near town I was told that their school had never before been 
visited by a county superintendent. I was everywhere cordially 
welcomed, and it seemed to surprise and gratify the people very 
much to find that I would personally supervise the schools, and the 
assignment of district boundaries, by going to see the actual con- 
dition of every remote part of the county. 

On finding how low was the grade of our long neglected 
schools, I felt spurred up to accomplish something for their reform; 
and in almost every effort I have been cordially met half way, and 
well seconded by teachers and school officers. Still there must bB 
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several very incompetent teachers employed this winter, as there 
are not enough good teachers to supply the schools. 

The official acts of my predecessor, Nathan Ford, who re- 
signed April, 1877, will never be known, for the reason that the 
only record thereof for the two years past is that of the certificate 
stubs and the figures of the semi-annual apportionments. The 
journal he began to keep was soon discontinued, and the exami- 
nation papers of all applicants had been destroyed by him : hence 
I am unable to give any statistics or remarks on the transactions 
of the year covered by this report. I can only say, generally, 
that 1 found a deplorable state of apathy and an almost hopeless 
state of carelessness in the execution of all branches of the school 
service, from the superintendent's oflSce down to the teacher and 
pupils. The only excuse for this is the continued misfortunes that 
have followed our people, and the feeling of poverty which so 
long has cramped their progress ; but a better era seems to have 
dawned both in material and mental improvement. 

— EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. — 

Number receiving first grade certificates during the year — 
males, ; females, 1. 

Number receiving second grade certificates during the year — 
males, 6 ; females, 10. 

Number receiving third grade certificates during the year — 
males, 11 ; females, 22. 

Total number of certificates granted during the year — males, 
17 ; females, 33. 

— VISITATION OF SCHOOLS— .. 

No record kept by former county superintendent. 

— COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. • 

Amount received for official services during the year — $173.00. 

— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

Orthography — McGuffey's. 

Reading — McGutfey's. 

Writing— Spencerian and Payson & Go's. 

Arithmetic— Appleton's and Ray's. 

Geography - Cornell's. 

English Grammar— Pinneo's. 
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GRADED SCHOOLS. 

Yankton Independent District, or district number one, has 
nine and one-half months' school, employs ten teachers at an 
average salary of $39.61 per month ; Prof. Wm. M. Bristol! is the 
superintendent at a salary of $1,100 per annum. In addition to 
the branches prescribed by law, algebra, philosophy, the higher 
mathematics, Latin and Greek are taught. 



YANKTON COUNTY TEAOHEES' INSTITUTE. 

HELD ATTllE FRANKLIN hUHOOL HOUSE. YANKTON, SEl^T 10, 1877. 



FIRST DAY. 

Yankton, Monday, September 10. 

At 1:30 P. M. the teachers present were called to order by A. 
W. Barber, Superintendent of Yankton County, and elected N. 
M. Hills, of Gayville, secretary, and Mrs. E. J. Everett assistant 
secretary. 

After introductory remarks by Mr. Barber, he proceeded with 
the exercises of the programme by giving a primary lesson in 
numbers. Grammar was then taken up and plans offered for 
making it easy and attractive to beginners. The old mechanical 
and meaningless forms and expressions of this study should be 
avoided, and plain, familiar oral teaching given, with common- 
sense definitions and explanations. Diagram analysis was strongly 
urged as a means, of teaching the true spirit of grammar. 

Supt. Barber then began the teaching of elementary sounds, 
which, as usual, led to a lively discussion. His idea that the 
vowel "a" has only four sounds w^hich are distinct and definite 
enough to be taught in primary schools, was opposed bj'' Mrs. 
Everett, Gen. Beadle, and others. 

SECOND DAY. 

Yankton, Tuesday, September 11. 
After roll call and singing, Supt. W. E. Caton conducted a 
valuable drill in mental arithmetic, which enabled the class to do 
some things they had before thought impossible ; and Mr. Barber 
explained the important benefits arising from systematic training 
in analysis of mental arithmetic. 
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Useful hints on teaching primary reading classes, and on the 
use of slates by the smallest pupils, were offered ; and the use of 
a German-English reader in certain German districts, was advised 
as a means of encouraging the study of our language. 

The afternoon session opened with music and roll call, twenty- 
three members being present. 

Supt. W. E. Caton gave explanations in decimal fractions, 
teaching the imiportance of thorough knowledge of the notation 
and numeration of decimals as first steps in teaching them. 

W. H. ,H. Beadle showed how he would teach a school, the 
forms and essential rules of letter-writing ; after which Mr. Barber 
took up the subject of articulation and gave a brief general exer- 
cise. 

*' Analysis, the foundation of grammar," was the next topic, 
in the course of which discussion the merits of various grammars 
were mentioned. Those text books which introduce analysis after 
teaching the other general ideas of grammer, were strongly con- 
demned. 

THIRD DAY. 

Yankton, Y^ednesday, Sept. 12. 

After music and roll call, T. Stewart Dickson gave a sample 
of his oral lessons on geography at the map of the United States, 
showing an excellent way of combining history with such lessons. 

A few directions to teachers on keeping records of attendance 
and class recitation, w^ere followed by work at the blackboard in 
per centage by various members. Superintendent Barber then 
gave a lesson in writing, supplying slates to the members with 
ruled lines on which to practice the Spencerian or some other 
system accurately, from copies on the blackboard. 

In the afternoon a general drill in using punctuation marks, 
was given to all present, followed by pertinent remarks on the 
importance of having a Webster^s dictionary in every school, and 
forming a habit of consulting it. 

In a discussion on "diagram analysis," all but two of the 
members said they had used the system ; and it was agreed that 
no other way of teaching grammer seemed to prove as effective ; 
and Mr. Barber advised the use of the Clark system. 



46 SUPERINTENDENT OF 



A geographical exercise on climates, seasons, and motions of 
the earth was given by T. S. Dickson, with discussions on various 
topics. 

In the evening Rev. J. A. Potter, of Yankton, gave an 
eloquent address at the Congregational Church, upon "Our boys 
and girls," which gave many excellent moral lessons. 

FOURTH DAY. 

Yankton, Thursday, September 13. 

Supt. A. W. Barber taught ratio and compound proportion by 
giving examples and explanations which the teachers adopted and 
practiced successfully. 

The merits of the practice of parsing were discussed. It was 
defined as a continual mixed review of all the definitions, prin- 
ciples and rules of grammar, hence indispensible to students. 

T. S. Dickson gave an oral lesson on anatomj'^, and this w^as 
followed by a map exercise on latitude and longtitude. Remarks 
on methods of securing order, and how to improve the defective 
articulation of foreign children, w^ere offered by Superintendent 
Caton and others. 

Several minor topics filled up the afternoon session, in which 
Messrs. Caton, Beadle, Dickson, Hills and others participated. 

fifth day. 

Yankton, Friday, September 14. 

Supt. W. E. Caton continued his drill in mental arithmetic, 
making it one of the most useful lessons of the week. Discipline 
and punishment were talked about, with the usual results — gentle 
suasion being highly recommended, wdth a possiblility of using 
corporal persuasion when other means fail. 

Mrs. H. A. Lyon gave a primary language lesson, which 
showed her a thorough mistress of the art of primary teaching. 
Supt. Barber urged the use of many kinds of apparatus to aid the 
teacher and pupil. 

In the afternoon Mr. N. M. Hills took charge of an imaginary 
primary ciphering class, and Mr. Dickson, Mrs. Everett, and Mary 
A. Lawrence in turn taught a very backward and uncouth read- 
ing class, whose members seemed to wish to try the patience of 
their teacher. 



PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 47 



Supt. Barber gave advice upon the subjects of teachers' con- 
tracts, and their duties arising under them, urging all to perform 
faithful work, and give the districts more, rather than less, than 
the contract called for. 

SIXTH DAY. 

Yankton, Saturday, September 15. 

A meeting of the teachers, apart from the superintendents, 
was held at the school room, at which they passed resolutions of 
thanks and compliments to those who conducted the Institute. A 
county teachers' association w^as strongly urged, and a committee 
chosen to try to organize such a society. 

Supt. W. E. Caton attended the sessions throughout, and 
frequently relieved the county superintendent by taking charge of 
the exercises. 

Hearty thanks are due to the Yankton Board of Education 
and its secretary, W. M. BristoU, for the use of the Franklin 
school room for the session. 
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TERRITORIAL TEACHERS' INSTITUTE. 



.^JT 'Sr.^2T^T'02T, C^-ISOV.^. 



FIRST DAY. 

Yank'ion, Monday, Septembers, 1877. 

The Annual Institue for the teachers of Dakota Territory 
was called to order at 10 A. M., by Hon. W. E. Caton, Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, and the exercises were opened by 
the song, " Sing Always." Prof. W. M. Bristoll acting as organ- 
ist and leader. 

The following officers were elected : 

W. E. Caton, of Elk Point, ex-officio President and Treasurer. 

W. M. Bristoll, of Yankton, and Supt. C. C. Bridgman, of 
Vermillion, Vice-Presidents. 

A. W. Barber, Secretary. 

Miss Flora Daboll, of Olivet, Assistant Secretary. 

Superintendent Caton delivered an appropriate opening ad- 
dress, and made the announcements for the afternoon work. 

Gen. Beadle and Miss Dye were appointed as critics. 

Adjourned to 1:30 P. M. 

The afternoon session was opened by singing. 

Prof. G. E. Culver conducted an exercise upon the art of 
teaching reading. This consisted of a lecture on the use of the 
voice, with definitions and illustrations from the class. He as- 
signed a reading lesson for the teachers to study before the next 
recitation. 
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This was followed by a primary class recitation in grammar, 
taught by Prof. W. E. Caton, giving his method of teaching 
English grammar orally to beginners. 

Prof. Culver took up methods of teaching orthography, and 
assigned work for next day. 4 

The report of the critics was then made. 

Adjourned to 8 o'clock P. M. 

The teachers met at the congregational Church at 8 o'clock, 
and first joined in singing, '* God speed the right." 

Gen. W. H. H. Beadle delivered a vigorous and able address, 
first welcoming the members of the Institute to Yankton in the 
name of our citizens, and alluding with pride to the leading po- 
sition Yankton has taken in educational progress, to the liberal 
and progressive public spirit of our citizens, and the admirable 
condition of its city schools. He then took a wide view of edu- 
cational systems, and its all important bearing upon national and 
moral well-being. He was listened to most attentively. 

Territorial Superintendent W. E. Caton replied. He thanked 
the speaker and the citizens of Yankton for their kind welcome 
and hearty co-operation in the Institute, and gave his reason for 
considering Yankton the headlight of educational progress for 
Dakota ; the beacon that shall illuminate the darker places, and 
the little leaven that ought to leaven the whole lump. 

A hymn by the audience closed the evening's work. 

SECOND DAY. 

Yankton, Tuesday, September 4. 

On calling the roll, three members were absent without pre- 
vious excuse. 

Seven new members were enrolled. 

A song was then sung. 

Prof. G. E. Culver gave an elementary drill in arithmetic, 
confining his instruction to notation. 

Prof. Caton then explained the origin of the Roman notation. 

Supt. C. C. Bridgman, of Vermillion, took charge of the class 
in history of the United States, and taught the historical facts of 
the earliest American discoveries. 



«' 
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Mr. Culver taught penmanship, giving the first lessons on 
proper positions for writing, and the "movement exercises," to 
give ease and flexibility to the arm muscles. 

Mr. A. W. Barber taught a class in geography. 

A. song was then sung. 

Adjourned to 1:30 P. M. 

Opened at 1:30 with the song, "Kind words can never die." 
Roll call. A few are tardy in spite of the punctuality of the 
session. 

Prof. Culver gave his second lesson in reading, devoting the 
time to vocal exercises, definitions and illustrations. His manner 
is extremely pleasant and effective, winning the attention of all 
from the start, and he seems to be a master of the technical 
methods of presenting new subjects to scholars in a way to interest 
them. 

Supt. Bridgman led the spelling class, and showed one of his 
ways of teaching orthography by writing. 

A short recess was then had. 

Supt. Caton continued the grammar lesson which he com- 
menced yesterday, explaining the properties and classes of nouns. 

A miscellaneous exercise under the head of "questions," 
brought out some very interesting topics and ideas. 

THIRD DAY. 

Yank'ion, Wednesday, September 5. 

The Institute opened punctually at 9 o'clock, most of the 
interested members being present. 

A song was first in order. 

Prof. Culver called the reading class, which had a lesson 
assigned for study in Monroe's fifth reader. First, he required 
members of the class to tell the story and prove their thorough 
study of the lesson. After this the reading was given in dialogue 
by those in the class, who were trained in the proper expression 
by the examples set by the conductor. 

He next continued the arithmetic class by an . exercise in 
wiiting numbers from 1 to 15, in the scale of five, instead of in 
the ordinary decimal scale, as a means of understanding notation ; 
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then using the scale of 1 and showing the manner of reducing 
numbers expressed in one scale to their equivalent in another, 
followed by exercises upon the blackboard in writing numbers. 

The subject of map drawing was introduced and well ex- 
emplified on the board by Miss Flora Daboll, followed by Supt. 
Caton, who gave some additional hiniss^ from his own experience. 

He proceeded next to an exercise in orthography, by sending 
nine teachers to the board, who were required to write the follow- 
ing words and a definition of each : Desk, table, good, desert, 
school, iron, land. 

This was the most interesting and laughable feature of the 
session, as will be admitted by those who saw the definitions and 
heard the exercise. 

Adjourned to 1:30 P. M. 

Exercises opened by music and roll call. 

Prof. BristoU took charge of the Institute as a class in gram- 
mar. He dwelt at length on the case of nouns, in continuation 
of yesterday's lesson, calling attention to the fact that there are 
really but two classes of adjectives which were defined by different 
members of the class. Comparison was then discussed, and a 
practical appUcation made by parsing. 

Miss Bradford conducted a very interesting exercise in his- 
tory. She showed her method of daily review on the blackboard, 
and then took up the colonial history from 1651 to 1876, in which 
her class were obHged to think very quickly, and they were not 
always sure of answering trenchant questions. 

Recess of five minutes. 

Miss Jennings introduced the subject of mental arithmetic in 
an instructive mannar, laving particular stress upon the importance 
of adhering strictly to formulas for analysis. 

Supt. Caton followed with an exercise in adding by columns, 
which required the closest attention of the class. 

The remaining half hour of the afternoon was devoted to 
Rev. Wm. Begg, who attempted a practical explanation of the 
science of mnemonics, as developed by him. 
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The report of the critic, Supt. Fate, was received with some 
discussion. 

Song, " Watch on the Rhine." 
Adjourned to 7:30 P. M. 

The first reading of the evening was admirably rendered by 
Supt. Caton. The paper was written by Mrs. L. W. Slaughter, 
superintendent of Burleigh county, upon " The Relations of Edu- 
cation and Labor." She showed forcibly that in the education of 
the laboring classes lies the only safety of the country. And for 
the advancement of this end she advises the establishment of 
training schools for children, and of an Educational Normal 
which shall advocate this cause. 

A song was then sung. 

Mr. J. C. Scott, of Des Moines, Iowa, presented an essay upon 
" The Tendencies of the Times." 

Too much cannot be said in favor of the strong position taken 
by Mr. Scott, opposing the free and easy tendencies of our day, 
using as a text, which he considered allowable in a church, the 
words, " Is the Young Man Absalom Safe ?" Mr. Scott impressed 
upon his audience the thought that our young men and women 
are not safe when " there is a confusion of moral ideas ; that as 
long as we fail to perceive clearly the boundaries between right 
and wrong, between truth and falsehood, we are upon dangerous 
ground." " Truth is the gold of heaven, and surface mines are 
not always the deepest." 

A. W. Barber closed the exercises of the evening with an 
essay upon " The Spirit of the School Law," whose practical value 
will be apparent to every reader. 

FOURTH DAY. 

Yankton, Thursday, September 6. 

The Institute opened by singing "Your Mission." 

The roll was then called. 

Prof. Culver introduced the reading exercise, one of the most 
profitable during the week. With the spirited selection, "The 
Keeping of the Bridge," Mr. Culver succeeding in arousing great 
enthusiasm in the class. 
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The arithmetic exercise was this morning conducted by Mr 
Bridgman, who illustrated upon the blackboard his method of 
teaching addition. 

The solution of' problems was followed by an animated dis- 
cussion upon teaching primary classes. 

Supt. Caton gave three problems for the next lesson, w'hich 
was the occasion of a lively controversy, principally between 
Messrs. Caton and Beadle. 

Remarks upon essays and declamations were made by Pro- 
fessors BristoU and Culver, who pointed out the advantages of 
early training, both in speaking and writing. 

The short discussion upon "School Government," drew the 
attention of the teachers, especially to the importance of mildness 
in discipline and few rules. The system of '* self-reporting " was 
also freely discussed. 

Usual opening exercises. 

Miss Jennings gave her method of teaching geography by 
topics, and the use of outline maps. Her views are worth the 
careful consideration of all tpachers. 

Prof. Culver, after showing his way of preparing a history 
lesson, gave all members of the institute a practical drill in 
gymnastics, which they seemed to enjoy more than he did. 

Grammar, by Supt. Caton, was lively, to say the least. Our 
w^orthy superintendent enjoys creating an excitement, and he was 
in his eiemont during the controversy aroused by the parsing of 
the- sentence, "Hunting chickens may have been a pastime." 

Object lessons by Mrs. J. M. Lyon, were made both amusing 
and instructive to the class of little scholars whoni she w^as sup- 
posed to have in charge. 

The reports of the critics, Supt. Andrews and Miss Miner, 
showed careful scrutiny of the language used through the day. 

The session closed w^ith music. 

rVt half-past six o'clock in the exening the members of the 
Institute "gathered at the river," where Superintendent Caton, in 
the generosity, of his heart, had provided a free excursion for all 
upon the steamer Dr. Burleigh. 
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Two hours of sunset, twilight and darkness were enjoyed bj'' 
a merry party of sixty, steaming some miles up and down the 
Missouri, and the shores echoed to their mirth and music. 

FIFTH DAY. 

Yankton, Friday, September 7. 

The Institute opened in the usual manner. 

Prof. Culver continued his drill in elocution by practicing his 
class upon Macauley's ^* Horatius at the Bridge." He showed how 
to develop an exact and forcible enunciation of consonant sounds, 
by having all read in a whisper in concert. Many of the mem- 
bers acquitted themselves creditably in their rendering of the 
stanzas. 

Gen. Beadle addressed the audience upon the true way to 
study the English language. He condemned the study of gram- 
matical rules without previous practice in the usage of good 
writers. He believed it best to make a study of the principles of 
language by careful and extensive reading of classical English 
writings, and by the study of Latin, German, or some other 
language with our own. His view^s w^ere slightly criticised and 
discussed. 

Supt. Caton placed upon the board his method of reducing 
the blackboard work of arithmetic to systematic formulas. He 
divided each solution into a statement of the conditions given — 
statement, operation and proof. Some of the details were sharply 
criticised by several hearers, and strongly defended by the teacher. 

Miss Jennie Williams took up geography and exemplified her 
style of hearing classes. She teaches much from outline maps, ,| 

asking few questions, but letting the pupils give questions to those 
who are at the map with the pointer. She required her pupils to 
spell, locate and describe whatever was in the lesson. 

Supt. Bridgman gave an exercise in writing, and taught how 
to conduct classes systematically, so far as position, movement and 
pen-holding is concerned. 

Very little time has thus far been given to the real business 
of writing, and a good deal to position and holding the pen. 

Closed by singing. 
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Prof Culver conducted the exercises in grammar, taking the 
subject of analysis of sentences into their dependent clauses, and 
showing how this should be taught to a class as soon as they began 
the study of grammar, gradually leading them from simple to 
complex and compound sentences without allowing them to be- 
come confused or to become dissatisfied, and dislike the study. 

History was taken in hand by Supt. Caton, who explained 
various ways by which this study might be made interesting, 
among which the idea of each pupil making a chronological chart 
as the lessons progressed, was the most valuable. 

Primary orthography was in charge of Mrs. Lyon, and she 
illustrated by practical work on the blackboard an excellent 
method which she had long used with success, by which words 
might easily be taught to children, and with the words their 
meaning and association with other words. 

Prof. BristoU inside some excellent remarks upon the subject 
of " Music in our schools." He maintains that singing should be 
practiced even if music be not taught in the school. Prof. Culver, 
Supt. Caton and others spoke upon this topic, and all advocated 
the same general ideas. 

The critics, Supt. Jacobs and Miss Laird, made their report, 
after w^hich the Institute adopted several resolutions and then 
adjourned. 



Through the kindness of the Yankton School Board and 
their efficient secretary, Prof. Bristol!, the Institute had the use of 
the Franklin school building for its sessions, and everything was 
done by them to make the Institute both pleasant and instructive. 

The attendance was not as large as it should have been, but 
it was so nmch greater than ever before that much encourage- 
ment was felt by all who assisted in making it so successful. Ten 
superintendents attended, and the majority of them assisted in 
conducting the exercises of the Institute. Thirty-six teachers 
were in attendance, and some district school officers visited several 
of the sessions. 
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REV. J. P. WILLIAMSON, MISSIONARY PRESBYTERIAN 

BOARD, 



In accordance with your request, I submit the following state- 
ment of the day schools among the Yankton Indians, supported 
by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1877. 

YANKTON AGENCY SCHOOL. 

Number of teachers employed — males, 1 : females, 1. 
Number of days school has been taught — 199. 
Number of boys enrolled during the year — 40. 
Number of girls enrolled during the year— 28. 
Average daily attendance — boys, lOJ. 
Average daily attendance — girls, 8 J. 



spring's school. 



Number of teachers employed— males, 1. 
Number of days school has been taught — 60. 
Number of boys enrolled during the year — 29. 
Number of girls enrolled during the year — 23. 
Average daily attendance — boys, 17|^. 
Average daily attendance — girls, not given. 

WOOD SCHOOL. 

Number of teachers employed — males, 1 ; females, 0. 
Number of days school has been taught— 85. 
Number of boys enrolled during the year — 
Number of girls enrolled during the- year — 35. 
Average daily attendance — boys, 21. 
Average daily attendance — girls, not given. 
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— BRANCHES TAUGHT AND TEXT BOOKS USED. — 

. Orthography — Dakota, A. B. C. Wowapi. 

English, McGufFey's. 
Reading — Dakota, Oowa and Wicoie Wowapi. 

English, Monroe's. 
Arithmetic — English, Felters' and Ray's. 
English Grammar — Pinneo's. 
Geography — Dakota, Ma ka oya ka pi. 

English, Comeirs. 
Each ot the three schools have a frame school house in good 
condition. Yankton Agency and Springs school houses are used 
also for church purposes. 

FORT BUFORD. 

There are two schools taught at this post ; the one under the 
charge of E. A. Bronson has 17 pupils enrolled, and the common 
school branches only are taught. Tlie school is taught in the 
Post chapel , the salary of the teacher is^$25.00 per month. 

The select school in charge of Miss Minnie Rea, has eight 
pupils enrolled, and is doing a good work. 

Both schools are under the supervision of the Post Chaplain. 





^WA 3i?^,^i;. ^ 



Htimitg ^cu ^gewc§. 



The following letter from the commandant of the post of 
Standing Rock to Mrs. L. W. Slaughter, county superintendent of 
Burleigh county, is very interesting and instructive : 

In reply to your letter of the 14th ult., I beg leave to say that 
there is a very good school for Indian boys at this agency. It is 
in charge of two Benedictine monks. Fathers Chrysostom and 
Jerome, both of whom are more than competent to succeed in such 
a work. During my recent visit to the school the boys were put 
through exercises in singing, in both English and Dakota, read- 
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ing, writing, arithmetic and spelling, all of which were performed 

in a creditable and encouraging manner. There are twenty-three 

boys in this school. Mrs. De Gray has a small school of girls, 

perhaps ten ; I am unable to give any information about it. A 

very good school for white children is kept at this Post by Miss 

Jennings, from Washington City, D. C. She has eighteen children 

in charge, and is fully competent to manage them, and they are 

making fine progress. At present every child of proper age, at 

Standing Rock, has an opportunity of attending school. The 

school at the Post is supported by the post fund, and a fund 

coming from the ferry over the Missouri river by the Post ferry 

boat. 

Regretting that I am unable to go more into detail, 1 am, 

Very truly, 

W. P. CARLIN. 



REPORT or SCHOOLS TAUGHT AT STANDING ROCZ A&ENCY. 

FATHER JEROME. TEACHER. 



PUPILS. 

Lower Yanktonias — G. 

Upper Yanktonias — G. 

Unca-Papa — 7. 
Blackfeet- (3. 

ILilf-breeds — (>. 

Total number enrolled —30. 

The school hours are from 9 A. M. to 3 P. M. 

Manual labor taught during the summer, gardening, etc. 

Number of Indian parents and other Indians who visited and 

showed interest in the school — 20. 

As our Indian school differs in many ways from a school of 
white children, I filled out the teachers' report as it is required for 
an Indian school, from the government. I cannot speak of 
school books. This school was started last May ; then we began 
with the National First Reader, and read it carefully word by 
word. I have to make our boys first acquainted with every word 
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and what it means in their own language, because all our pupils 
know but one language, the Sioux or Dakota. They have learned 
[• some arithmetic, but without the aid of books. They are all 

writing well ; they have a talent for writing and arithmetic. In 
addition to this we teach our boys how to cultivate the land, plant 
seeds and care for them. 

The school for girls is under the care of a lady, Mrs. De Gray, 
who is a very willing and able teacher. As there is no boarding 
school for girls she labors under many disadvantages, some of her 
pupils coming four and others seven miles to school. The aver- 
age attendance is about ten. 



